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WILLITS WEEKLY’S SELECTED PROPERTY FEATURE

138 Mill Creek Dr, Willits
MLS: 325034402

Offered for sale at: $435,000
Property feature 

listed by: 

Tara 
Moratti
(Lic# 01420657)

Agent of:

Coldwell 
Banker 
Mendo 
Realty

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

98 HARMS LANE - $339,900
PRICE CHANGE!

Recently remodeled bungalow on the Westside of Willits 
offering a perfect blend of modern updates and classic 

charm. New wiring & electrical panel, new paint inside/out,
2 bedrooms plus an office/bonus room, brand new

bathroom & kitchen, and hardwood living room floor. 
RV parking spot on a good-sized, corner lot.

Welcome to this beautifully maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
home nestled in the highly sought-after Northbrook neighborhood. 

Offering 1,476 square feet of inviting living space, this property 
features a new roof, central heat and air, and a versatile 3-car 
garage configured as a finished 2-car space plus an additional 
1-car area that could easily serve as a home office, gym, or guest 
room.

 Inside, enjoy two well-appointed bathrooms, including the 
primary suite with a soaking tub and a separate stall shower with 
walk-in closet, the other with a top-of-the-line walk-In jetted tub for 
ultimate relaxation. 

Step outside to a gorgeous backyard retreat, complete with raised 
garden beds and mature landscaping, perfect for entertaining or 
enjoying quiet moments of serenity. This home combines comfort, 
functionality, and a prime location. Don’t miss the opportunity to 
make it yours!
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COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Do your research before 
home repairs 

Neighbors, 
I know how capable you are, but every so often you might 

need an “expert” to help with something around your house, 
your car, even your body. It is so important to research whoever 
you consider ... to repair your roof, tune your car, snip your 
hair. Taking the time to find out more about someone you are 
thinking about hiring can save you time, stress and money.

Start asking neighbors, co-workers and friends for referrals. 
Also ask at local vendors that have experience in the area 
you are looking. For example, ask a kitchen store for kitchen 
cabinet installers, ask your local lumber yard for a carpenter or 

a contractor, ask the window section of the hardware store for window work, etc. You can also 
search for reviews on Google, Yelp, Better Business Bureau, etc. 

Then interview a couple of candidates and get complete written estimates, including the start 
/ end time, staff on-site, labor, materials, taxes and permits. Discuss the payment terms and 
schedule, warranty (do not pay until the job is completed).

You should check for the contractor’s license with the state licensing board and ask for proof of 
liability and bonding insurance. It’s also a good idea to review their work at one of their references 
/ job locations. Ask for before / after photos of similar projects. Speak with the reference. Would 
they hire them again? What is the best thing about working with them? What could have been 
improved?

Most importantly, have a contract! Your local small-claims court is packed with contractor-
relationship-gone-bad cases. Get to know that contractor – it’s worth your time. Get organized, 
take good notes. I can’t wait to see what you’ve done!

My best, 
Nick 

Nicholas Casagrande is an accountant and a financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial Group, 
is a wealth-management firm, serving individual clients as well as small-to-medium-sized 
businesses. Client work includes personal and corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, 
and real estate. Office is located at 675 South Main Street, call 855-240-6606 or 414-480-3669. 
This information is for general purposes only.  Please consult a financial professional for your 
own situation. Individual circumstances do vary.

COLUMN } Journal

People who need people
I’m what is called an “opinion columnist” in the newspaper 

business. I’m not really a professional writer, so it’s kind of 
stretching it to call me a “columnist.” I’m just someone who 
has lived my life being a fly-on-the-wall, observing life. Living 
my own life, of course, but also observing the lives around me. 

My column used to be called “Real Estate Journal” because 
that was my focus, but the wise editor of this paper, someone 

who I admire greatly, told me a few 
years ago: “Bill, your column is 
less and less about real estate and 
more about your thoughts, so we’re 
just going to call it ‘Journal.’ Please 
try to keep it about local stuff.” 
She was right of course. No one is 
responsible for these musings but 
me, not the paper, no one else but 
me to blame. 

Some years ago a very dear 
friend of several decades began 
to behave oddly. Truthfully, she 
had always been what I might 
call “an eccentric.” Very intelligent 
and creative. A writer, wonderful 

actress, devoted to her friends. She really lived her life as an 
artist, but was also a very sharp business woman and was 
valued by others for her skills in that area.

But as her behavior became odder, we, her friends, became 
concerned. The Willits Senior Center had a seminar one evening 
about dementia, what it is, what happens physiologically as the 
brain is affected by it, the challenges of helping someone who 
is suffering from this disease – the “odd” behavior. 

Eventually she needed in-home health services care 
because she lived alone, and after a fall in her home where 
she was injured, after her bank accounts and credit cards were 
emptied out by con men (from Jamaica I was told), after she 
could no longer bathe or care for herself, could no longer earn 
a living needless to say – she finally got some help by a public-
assistance organization. I don’t know who. She’s still alive years 
later. I haven’t seen her in a long time. A dedicated senior’s 
advocate, Priscilla Tarver, another person I have the greatest 
possible admiration for, visits our friend from time to time and 
told me she is deep in the fog of dementia, not recognizing 
anyone, not really conversant, just “alive” somehow. 

My friend depends on public funds to provide her with care 
and a place to live. Her home was foreclosed on and sold at 
auction, even though she only owed a few thousand dollars 
on it, but there was no one who had the legal authority to deal 
with those matters for her. Her daughter had predeceased her. 
Money that could have provided her with great care for the 
remainder of her life just evaporated and she’s now dependent 
on public assistance. Still alive. Still alive, but not really there.

The song from the Broadway show “Funny Girl,” has a 
famous song called “People.” It says “People, people who 
need people, are the luckiest people in the world. We’re 
children needing other children. And yet letting our grown 
up pride, hide all the need inside.” Of course it’s not always 
“pride.” Sometimes it’s old age or disability or poverty. We need 
each other. 

I heard a news report the other day. A huge field of strawberries, 
at its peak, was being left to rot in the field because there 

were no workers 
to pick them. The 
people who have 
harvested those 
strawberries for 
decades are all 
hiding in their 
homes because 
they are being 
snatched up 
and shipped to 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
camps in strange, 
u n f a m i l i a r 
countries or even 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
camps here in the 
United States of 
America! So the 
crops are rotting 
in the fields and 

orchards this year. I never thought I’d live to see this day. 
Perhaps I’ve lived too long.

I saw a news report of a U.S. American’s yacht. He and his 
new bride were sailing on their honeymoon. The yacht was 
described as “longer than a football field.” I saw a picture of it, 
four masts, as I recall, with sails billowing in the wind. Beautiful, 
just beautiful. A work of art really. An arial shot of the yacht 
showed, far below, a couple of people standing on the deck. 
The yacht is so large that these people looked like two dots, not 
even recognizable as people – two people on a football field 
far below. As of this past week, after the midterm elections, this 
very wealthy man will soon receive a tax deduction of millions 
of dollars per year thanks to a recent vote of “the Congress.” 

In 2026, after the midterms, millions of U.S. Americans will 
find their healthcare insurance cancelled and poor families will 
find their food aid cancelled. Old and disabled people will lose 
their homes and hospital beds, some of those people possibly 
right here in Willits. Children who depend on school lunches 
will not receive those lunches, some rural hospitals will close 
– so that those people on that huge yacht can receive a “tax 
break.” Hmm. 

We’re all different, each and every one of us. That’s the way 
of it – life. It all works because we’re each unique. It’s kind of 
like a car, if you’ll excuse my analogy, if every part of a car 
was exactly the same or even similar, the car wouldn’t work. It 
wouldn’t be a car, just a part. Society is much more complex 
than a car. We each like different things, have different needs. 
We look different. No one looks like anyone else. We each 
have different life experiences, and skills. That’s what makes 
it work.

This life will end someday. We can all be assured of that. 
How do we choose to live it? Will you or I donate to the Willits 
Food Bank? They need the help. A recent article in this very 
paper reported that this much-needed food assistance is in 
danger of closing because of lack of funds and volunteers. 
What about the Willits Senior Center? It’s funding, I understand, 
is precarious, yet it helps so many as our means get sparse 
with old age. Our schools go begging for adequate funding. 
Teachers, who earn little enough, sometimes have to furnish 
supplies for their students! The Humane Society cares for the 
little ones that depend on us. They need our help, too. That’s 
the “humane” part.

Life is fleeting. We’re just passing through with a little time, a 
precious lifetime, to do what we will. Will we choose to be the 
part that makes the car run or just be a useless part, alone? 
Can a wealthy person be wealthy without my help? Can a food 
bank help to feed those in need without the help of others? 
Can my friend with severe dementia still have care and a bed 
to sleep in without the help of those tax dollars? People, people 
who need people. Who needs those dollars more, a starving 
family with no healthcare or home, or the billionaire? 

In William Shakespeare’s great play “Hamlet,” Hamlet and 
his friend come upon a grave being dug, or rather re-dug 
because it was a grave already occupied. Hamlet knew the 
former occupant, the king’s fool, the jester whose job it was to 
entertain. Hamlet picks up a skull and says: “Alas, poor Yorick. 
I knew him, Horatio, a fellow of infinite jest of most excellent 
fancy, he hath borne me on his back a thousand times and now 
how abhorred in my imagination it is! My gorge rises at it (the 
skull). Here hung those lips that I have kissed I know not how 
oft. Where be your gibes now? Your gambols? Your songs? 
Your flashes of merriment, that were wont to set the table on 
a roar? Not one now to mock your own grinning? Quite chap 
fallen.” 

Life is ephemeral. We make choices – sometimes wise and 
kind – sometimes not so wise, but we hopefully learn and get 
better at it. It’s the choices that make the character of a person. 
Will I be remembered as someone of “most excellent fancy” 
or just a part that didn’t fit anywhere, anywhere useful that is? 
Some say that life is a school. We learn and grow – and then 
it ends, at least this part of “life.” Some think it all ends and 
is no more. Others think there’s something after. One thing is 
for sure, we each leave something of our life behind. We may 
not be remembered, but we change things a little bit, make 
someone’s life a little easier and better – or not. 

We choose and then move on. 
Bill Barksdale has served on the County of Mendocino Tax 
Assessment Appeals Board, the Board of Realtors, its Legal 
Affairs Committee and Multiple Listing Service, and a number 
of other boards and nonprofits. DRE# 01106662, 707-489-
2232

Advertise in our Real Estate section Advertise in our Real Estate section 
next month! next month! Call April at Call April at 
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and options for everyone!and options for everyone!

Bill Barksdale
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Richard Selzer
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Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

Jamie Conner, DVM

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490

Tel: 707-459-5236
Full Service Grooming Salon
web: www.easthillvet.com 
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COLUMN | How’s the Market?

An ounce of prevention
When I was growing up in Mendocino County, fall meant it was 

time to go back to school and to harvest grapes and pears. There 
was no such thing as fire season, but times have changed. Right 
now, with these long summer days, it’s a great time to protect 
your home against fires – both to minimize the risk of a house 
fire and to harden your home against wildfire. 

Let’s start with the outdoors. Be sure to store any fuel (for 
landscaping equipment and outdoor cooking) away from the 
house – and don’t bring the barbecue so close to the house that 
the eaves could catch fire if the barbecue flares. 

Do not put oily rags in a pile when you’re done working, as 
they can spontaneously combust. Some people think this is an 
old wives’ tale; it isn’t. Look it up online to see just how fast a pile 

of oily rags can burst into flames. It only takes hours. 
When it comes to reducing the risk of wildfire, visit the Mendocino County Fire Safe 

Council’s website at www.firesafemendocino.org. They offer free home assessments, 
information on state programs to defray the cost of mitigating fire risk, and a whole bunch 
of great information from evacuation planning to home hardening and more. I highly 
recommend that everyone in Mendocino County visits this website at least once. I am 
confident you’ll learn something you didn’t know.  

Preventing wildfire from wreaking havoc in our community requires a concerted effort. 
Taking care of our own property also protects our neighbor’s property. Briefly, you should 
create a defensible space around your home of at least five feet, which means removing 
all flammable landscaping – from bushes to flowers. You should also trim branches up 
from the ground and remove any branches that hang over your roof. Not only can they 
catch fire, but they can also drop debris, which can cause your roof to deteriorate faster 
(and they can break off and crash through your roof). If you like the shade those branches 
provide, plant new trees strategically – but at a distance from your house. 

Make sure wooden backyard fences do not attach to the house to prevent fire (and 
termites) from using the fence as a path to your home. Install spark-arresting screens 
on your chimney, attic and sub-area vents. The best screens are coated with plastic that 
melts shut in the event of a fire, cutting off the fire’s oxygen supply and preventing embers 
from entering the attic. If you need to replace siding, consider using flame-resistant Hardie 
board. 

Inside the house, be sure your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms are in good 
order. Also, clean your dryer vent regularly, even if it’s a pain like it is at my house. My 
dryer vent goes up and into the attic and then out, so it forces all the lint from my dryer 
up 10 feet and then out. Given this crummy design, lint regularly accumulates in the vent. 
You may have a similar situation. Although cleaning the vent is inconvenient, a house fire 
would be far more inconvenient.

If you have a chimney, get it cleaned every year. If you have electrical cords running 
under throw rugs or bending around obstacles, move them if you can. At the very least, 
make sure the cords don’t get frayed. Unplug things when they are not in use. High-
energy appliances should be plugged directly into outlets, not power strips. Refrigerators, 
coffee makers, toasters, slow cookers, hair dryers, air conditioners, blenders, washing 
machines, portable heaters, power tools, and gaming components that consume a lot of 
energy or cycle on and off can become dangerous when plugged into a power strip.  

If you are the victim of a house fire, you’ll need to deal with your homeowners insurance 
company, and they will likely want proof of your possessions before agreeing to replace 
them. It’s not hard to create a record. Grab your cell phone and go through every room in 
your house, video recording and narrating as you go. Open closets and drawers. Inventory 
everything in them. Take videos of your artwork, the contents of your garage, the inside of 
your medicine cabinet – everything from floor to ceiling. Photograph receipts of expensive 
items. Then, store that video where it won’t go up in flames if the house does. 

If you have questions about real estate or property management, contact me at rselzer@
selzerrealty.com. If you have ideas for this column, let me know. If I use your suggestion 
in a column, I’ll send you a $25 gift card to Loose Caboose! If you’d like to read previous 
articles, visit www.selzerrealty.com and click on “How’s the Market.” 
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business for more than 45 years. 
The opinions expressed here are his and do not necessarily represent his affiliated 
organizations.

Summer is here 
 … less is more

Posted by UPI
July 1 – If you live in a suburb or rural area, as 

you refuel the BBQ and dust off outdoor furniture, 
take a moment to look around your home and 
yard. What is in that first 5 feet around and right 
up against your home? What if an insurance 
company, firefighter, or local official told you need 
to completely clear it? Every single plant or object. 
Yikes, right? For those of us focused on reducing 
wildfire risk and restoring insurance options – the 
5 feet around your home is a very hot topic … 
pardon the pun.

Insure-tech is giving your insurer more info 
on your home’s vulnerabilities than in the past, 
and they may ask you to make improvements to 
stay with their company. Examples are installing 
moisture sensors and fortifying your roof. In 
addition to new insurance company rules, we’re 
seeing new local laws, especially in wildfire-prone 
states related to what experts refer to as “Zone 
Zero.”

Many experts, including the Institute for Home 
and Business Safety (Wildfire Prepared Home) 
and fire agencies are firm that keeping “Zone 
Zero” clear of any brush (plants, bushes or trees) 
is critical to saving homes. United Policyholders 
strongly supports IBHS’ important work and 
programs. However, we recognize that a hard and 
fast rule won’t work in all situations and is one of 
our biggest obstacles to accomplishing widespread 
risk reduction. In addition to aesthetic concerns, 
mature trees provide critically important shade in 

our increasingly hot climate. Because our overall 
goal is to reduce risk – we can’t let the perfect be 
the enemy of the good.

Experts and stakeholders, including the CA 
Board of Forestry, are working hard to balance 
what fire science tells us about the importance of 
keeping this space clear of trees and brush with 
what’s realistic for property owners.

We are seeing small signs of progress with 
insurers offering incentives and discounts to 
property owners to help with their wildfire mitigation 
efforts. In California, if you secure a Wildfire 
Prepared Home certification CSAA Insurance 
Group https://my-resilient-home.com/ has 
committed that “your single-family homeowners 
policy won’t be non-renewed due to wildfire risk, 
and we will renew your homeowners policy 
for a minimum of three years if you maintain 
the [Wildfire Prepared Home] certification 
and all other requirements of your policy.”

The best thing you as a homeowner can 

do is make risk reduction a part of your routine 
maintenance and consider fire safe landscaping. 
Your local fire department and our UPI’s Wildfire 
Risk Reduction Resource Center https://uphelp.
org/preparedness/wrap-resource-center/ are here 
to help.

Watch CAL FIRE TV’s Home Hardening 
Demonstration Burn video here https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=AYvwogREEk4
United Policyholders is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
whose mission is to be a trustworthy and useful 
information resource and a respected voice for 
consumers of all types of insurance in all 50 states. 
“30 Years: Educating - Advocating – Empowering.” 
To learn more, visit www.uphelp.org

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist
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3901 Canyon Road
Willits - $575,000

Historic Land & Cozy Home at 3901 Canyon 
Rd., Willits. Discover the perfect blend of 
history, nature, and rural living on this scenic 
4.9-acre parcel nestled on the eastern foothills 
of the Willits Little Lake Valley. This unique property offers spacious land, ideal for horse lovers and livestock owners of the Willits Little Lake Valley. This unique property offers spacious land, ideal for horse lovers and livestock owners 
alike, with a convenient corral and plenty of room to roam--all situated on a paved county road for easy access. 
Property Highlights: Prime Location:** Situated at the intersection of Canyon and East Side Road, with paved county 
road access providing year-round convenience and easy commuting. Land & Livestock:** 4.9 acres of generous land 
with room for horses, a functional corral, and open space for your agricultural pursuits.Historic Dwelling:** An older, 
charming house on the property is believed to be the oldest residence in the Willits Valley. Currently rented, it provides 
a steady source of modest passive income. Main Residence:** A cozy three-bedroom, one-bath home featuring 
Western-themed decor reminiscent of Willits' early days, perfect for relaxing or entertaining. Outdoor Living:** 
Abundant shade trees create a cool, inviting atmosphere, and the very good fenced-in backyard is ideal for dogs or 
outdoor gatherings.Natural Beauty:** A seasonal stream adds to the tranquil setting, enhancing the property's 
appeal and providing a peaceful backdrop. A Rare Opportunity: This property combines historic charm with 
modern rural living, presenting a rare chance to own acreage in the coveted Willits Valley. Whether you're 
seeking a weekend retreat, a hobby farm, or a permanent rural residence, this home offers endless                         
modern rural living, presenting a rare chance to own acreage in the coveted Willits Valley. Whether you're 
seeking a weekend retreat, a hobby farm, or a permanent rural residence, this home offers endless                         
                                                        possibilities. Don't miss out on this exceptional property--schedule your private tour 
                                                     today!

1 BD, 1 BA home features real wood floors, covered 
porch, metal roof, a stove, refrigerator, wood fireplace and 
electric wall heater. Excellent, well water, level land, and 
is fenced for livestock. Could be hayed for your animals.  

Beautiful valley setting with large oak trees. 

10 +/- ACRES WITH A DARLING, 
LITTLE COTTAGE

IN COVELO $239,000

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of

Mendocino, Lake and 
Sonoma Counties

Offi ce: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Online:
www.basroofi ng.com

Ca. Lic. #927007

Email:
basroofi ng@live.com

W.C. & G.L. insured


